
6th Annual Nikkei Kigyo Recognition Banquet 

HONORING:  HIRANO STORE & YAMADA FURNITURE 
Friday, May 10, 2019—Nani Mau Gardens 

5:00 No Host Cocktails/Pupu/Performance by Puna Taiko    6:00 Program & Dinner 
 

Naojiro and Shige Hirano opened Hirano Store in Glenwood on February 22, 1918. In addition to running 
the store, Naojiro also farmed, operated both a charcoal and a taxi business, served as the Glenwood 
Postmaster, started his own Japanese language school and served as a consular agent for his fellow Is-
sei, who had to remain Japanese citizens since they were not allowed US citizenship. After the attack on 
Pearl Harbor, Naojiro was taken to an internment camp because of his role as a businessman and in-
volvement with the Japanese community. He returned in 1945 and re-opened his Japanese language 
school, which remained his passion until his passing in 1962. Son Wataru and his wife Shinae took over 

the business. In 1969, the Volcano Highway was widened and the store was rebuilt in its current location, next door on 
the family’s land. Wataru and Shinae ran the new store for the next 15 years with the help of their two daughters. 
Nephew Eric Inouye stepped in when Wataru and Shinae retired in 1984 and has been running the store ever since. 
 

Yamada Furniture Store, Ltd. was established in August 1929 by Iwakichi Yamada. He 
worked on the sugar plantations, built stone walls in Ka’u, and worked at the Ikeda Shoyu 
Factory in addition to being a farmer, ranch hand, and hunter. He bought the former Kim 

Furniture store on Kilauea Avenue despite having no prior knowledge about the furniture business.  After Iwakichi re-
tired, his children took over as the business’ second generation in the 1950s. The original store location was demol-
ished and rebuilt as a two-story building, featuring the very first elevator in downtown Hilo. In addition to furniture, 
the larger location afforded the store more space to offer a wider variety of products. In 1978 the store moved to its 
current location on Kinoole Street and continues to be known for having the largest showroom in Hilo with the widest 
selection of home furnishings. Today, Yamada Furniture is run by members of the third and fourth generations of the 
family - Robin Yamada, Gene Yamada, Carol Makino, her son Gareth, and Gene’s son Bryce Yamada. 

JCAH MEMBER NIKKEI KIGYO BANQUET RESERVATION FORM    

6th Annual Nikkei Kigyo Banquet 

Friday, May 10, 2019 Nani Mau Gardens; 5 pm 
Special price for JCAH members, $75 per person.  (Regular—$90) 

Name: __________________________________________________________Phone:___________________________ 

E-mail: ______________________________________________Cell#______________ (text capable?) Y___  N___   

  ____ I/we would like to attend,   $75 per person (open seating). 

  _________________________________________________    ____________________________________________ 

  ________________________________________________    ____________________________________________ 

Enclosed is our check in the amount of  ($75 x ______)  =  $____________________ 

Please make check payable/mail to: JCAH, 714 Kanoelehua Ave., Suite 202, Hilo, HI 96720    

   EVENT WILL SELL OUT.   LIMITED SEATING.  NO REFUND AFTER PAYMENT RECEIVED 

 

The Nikkei Kigyo Recognition Banquet began five years ago to recognize longstanding Nikkei companies in 
East Hawaii.  We recognize that our Issei forefathers had the will, spirit creativity, diligence to do whatever it 
took to support their family and to provide much needed services to the community; and, their “gambare” 

spirit lives on in their successors. 
The proceeds of this event benefits our scholarship and promotion of cultural activities.  To date,  JCAH has 

awarded 13 scholarships to deserving students whose minor or major is in Japanese studies. 
 


